Categories of Psalms

Category

Psalms

Psalms that proclaim the great character of God

1,2,8,15,19, 21, 23, 25, 29, 32, 33, 34, 36, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51,
52,53,62,67,68,73,74,75,76,77,78, 80, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 87,
89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 (he is holy), 100, 102, 103,
104, 105, 107, 108, 110, 111, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119,
120,121, 122,124, 125,126 127, 128, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134,
135, 136, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149,
150

Psalms that concern God upholding His
people/justice

2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10,11, 12, 14, 18, 21, 28, 35, 36, 43, 44, 52, 58,
59, 62, 74, 75, 82, 83, 94, 120, 126

Psalms of desperation and need for rescue

13, 22, 25, 27, 28, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 61,
64, 69, 70,71,74,77,79, 80, 86, 88, 90, 94, 102, 108, 109, 116,
119, 123, 124, 140, 141, 142, 143

Psalms that deal with pleasing God (or not)

14, 15, 18, 24, 26, 32, 34, 37, 38, 49, 50, 73, 78, 80, 81, 82, 85, 91,
92, 95, 101, 102, 106, 107, 112, 119, 123, 125, 127, 128, 129, 133,
135

Psalms that speak of God's protection & provision

16, 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, 31, 32, 34, 36 46, 55, 65, 66, 78, 83, 89 (lack
thereof), 91, 94, 106, 109, 113, 115, 116, 118, 121, 124, 126, 127,
131, 132, 140, 141, 142, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148

Psalms that laud the written revelation of God

19, 119

Psalms that encourage us to wait on God

27,33,37,40,79, 130, 131

Psalms of gratitude / thankfulness / praise

30, 33, 47, 48, 57 (in the midst of trouble/evil), 63, 65 (praise for
His power and provision evidenced in nature), 66 (for His
protection & provision to Israel and to the psalmist personally),
67, 68 (praising God as He takes His throne in Jerusalem's temple),
73 (praise to God for the perspective of eternity), 84 ("better is
one day in your courts than thousands elsewhere"), 86, 92, 93
(surfer psalm), 95 (come let us worship and bow down . . .), 96,
97, 98, 99, 100, 103, 104, 111, 113, 115, 117, 118, 130 (for His
forgiveness and unfailing love), 134, 135,138, 139, 144, 145, 146,
147, 148 149, 150

Psalms of brokenness & confession

32,37, 38,51, 123, 137

Psalms that don't resolve

38, 44, 88, 137

Psalms of retribution

58, 59, 64, 69 (v22-28), 70, 74, 75, 79, 83, 94, 109, 129, 137, 149

Psalms that accuse God

60 (of not going out w/the armies of Israel), 74 (of not responding
to the ridicule and threats of ungodly enemies), 88 (of not
relenting his wrath and anger against the psalmist - a psalm of
"the suffering of affliction"), 89 (of failing to be faithful to the
covenant He made to David & his line), 89 (of not ceasing the
calamity that is upon the people - of Moses)




Categories of Psalms

Category

Psalms

Messianic Psalms

2 (You are my Son, today | have become your Father); 22 (My
God, why have you forsaken me? they have pierced my hands and
feet ... they divide my garments among them & cast lots for my
clothing), 31 (In to your hands | commit my spirit - Luke 23:46), 40
(Hebrews 10:5-7 quotes vs 6-8 in relation to Jesus coming into the
world to fulfill these words); 41 (v9 is quoted in the Gospels about
Judas betraying Jesus as "he who shared by bread has lifted up his
heel against me); 45 (wedding of the Lamb); 69 (zeal for your
house consumes me; gave me vinegar for my thirst); 80 (". .. The
son of man that you have raised up for yourself."); 109 (let
another take his place of leadership); 110 (The LORD said to my
Lord...); 118 (the Cornerstone the builders rejected . . .); 132 (to
David - One of your own descendants | will place on your throne)

Unique Psalms

45 (wedding psalm), 49 (reads like a proverb - "A man who has
riches without understanding is like the beasts that perish."), 55
(psalm specifically about betrayal, about being "knifed in the
back" by a close companion), 72 (psalm depicting the glorious
reign that Solomon prayed for that would bless the nations), 73
(Asaph's reflections on how he was tempted to desire the life of
the wicked, but saw their demise in light of eternity), 78 (we won't
hide these things from our children); 84 (How lovely is your
dwelling place, O LORD Almighty - better is one day in your courts
... I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked); 87 (great praise for the city of
Zion); 101 (commitment of David to keep Godly company around
him); 104 (marvels at God's creation and the way that He both
forms it and sustains it); 112 (reads like Proverbs in terms of the
blessings of being righteous vs the consequences of the wicked);
114 (speaks of the way that "the land" responded to Jacob
entering the Promised land and becoming the "sanctuary of
God"); 115 & 118 both use the phrases "the house/people of
Israel ... / house of Aaron ... /those who fear YHWH ... "), 122
(exalting the goodness of Jerusalem & praying for its peace), 136
(". .. His love endures forever"), 137 (.. . "He who seizes your
infants and dashes them against the rocks."); 139 (psalm
dedicated to God's intrinsic awareness and presence in every
aspect of our lives)

Psalms that remember God leading the people into
the Promised Land

77,78, 81, 95, 105 (beginning at the perspective of God being
faithful to fulfill his covenant to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob), 106,
114, 135, 136

Psalms of missional influence to the nations

96, 97, 98, 99, 102, 105, 138




